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THE 1 
MIRACLESof FESUS 


VINDICATED. 


_ * — 


PART IV. 


5 


I is now above four Months ſince I pub- 
lüſn'd the third Part of The. Miracles 
of Feſus vindicated, in Anſwer to Mr. 
Woolſton's Diſcourſes ; the greateſt Part of 
= which time I waited to ſee, whether He 
had any thing Material to object againſt what I had ad- 
vanced in That and the Two preceeding Tra&s: But find- 
ing that no Reply was made by that Author, or his A bet- 
tors, (it he had any, ) I proceeded farther on the ſame Sub- 
ject; and the following Enquiry into the Literal Account 
of two other Miracles, which that Gentleman had made 
the Great Objects of his Ridicule, was finiſhed, betore 
the Honourable the Judges of the King's Bench had 
| paſs'd Sentence upon him for his Infamous Writiny's. 
Bur ſince a Legal Reſtraint ſeems now to be laid up- 
on him, and he is not left at * (I conceive® o 
2 C * m.. te 
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thoughts; and ſome Faſſages which I had met wit 


poſition ; ; tho? after all I Gin very 


TheMirAcLEs of 


make any Reply for the. future, 1 ſhould. have. choſen 

to ſup cls W Kas prepar'd for the Publick View, it 

I had not been encourag d to chink, that the foltow- 
ing Sheets contain ſomething which may be of Ule ne ; 


the Information ot the Reader. SM 
In my Enquiry into theſe Miracles 'T fend! 't 
ſomething New (to Me at leaſt) offer d it_Jelf 40/7 


in my Reading ſeem'd to give a clearer Solution of 


the Difficulties ſtarted, than the Common one does: 
Particularly in the Account of the Miracle wrought 


by the troubling of the Waters at the Pool of Betheſ- 
da, I found Reaſon to differ a little from the receiv'd 


Opinions of the Commentators on that Chapter; and 


what I have propos'd as New on that Head, I have 


all. along endeayour'd to ſupport by ſuch Authorities 
as may ſeem to make my Sup 2 appear at leaſt 
n 


not Improbable ; This (methinks) may be ſaid with 
ſome Certainty, that if I am in the Right, Mr. W. is 
more clearly in the-Wrong than upon any other ſup- 
"Enfible that a Sole 
ficient Anſwer may be given to all his Objections, 


vithout thruſting any Criticiſm or Conje&ure of Ming : 


upon the Reader as neceſlary in the Diſpute.  - 
But before I enter upon the Subje&, I think it ma. 
terial to prepare the way with one Obſervation u 
a Piece which Mr. V. lately publiſhed: under the 


Title of A Defence of vis Diſcourſes, &c. where that 
Author endeavours 'td- ſhift the State of the Contro- 
verſy between H imſelf and his Oppoſers. The True 
Queſtion, upon which I and others cloſed with him 
is This, Mhetber the Literal Account of the Miracles 
aſcrib'd to Feſus be True; not, Whether the Miracles 
(beſides their Literal Meaning) may not have a Figu- 
51 it, Whether 
the Fathers turn d all the Actions of Foſus i into Alle- 
gory or not: For had he done nothing more than 


rative and Allegorical one ; much leſs 


add a Spiritual Senſe to them, or had he only try'd 


to ſhew that the Fathers delighted in NY them 


Em- 
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For what is it to the Cauſe of Truth whether the 
F wag or He could find out more Meanings of Fe- 


frequently deny that the Miracles of Jeſus were Truly 3 
— Really wrought ; and he aſſerts, that, Literally un- _ 
derſtood, they are full of Abſurdities, Improbabilities and 
Contradictions. And yet in this Defence,p.\26. he would 
haye us believe, in regard to the Story of the Buyers and 
Setters driven out of the Temple, that it 1s to no pur- 
poſe to fupport the Letter of the Story againſt him, un- 
leſs it can be proud that the Miracle neither was nor 
could be a Shadow or Reſemblance of ſomething Future. 
And the fame he had ſaid before concerning all the 
Miracles of Feſus, Diſc. 2. p. 70. viz. that he who 
would writ againſt him to the Purpoſe, muſt prove two 
things: That the Fathers did not hold Jeſus's Miracles 
to be Typical and Figurative ; and That thoſe Miracles 
neither will, nor can receive a Myſterious Accompliſhment, 
On the Contrary, if the Learned Biſhop of . St. Da- 
vids, and other Writers againſt Mr. JF. ſhould allow, 
that All the Fathers did affect to turn Feſus's Mira- 
cles into Allegory; and if they ſhould allow too, 
that their Allegories and Mr. Vis are Juſt and Well- 
grounded, yet theſe Writings might be full and pro- 
per Anſwers to His, becauſe _ ſupport the Truth 1 
of the Literal Story, which he ſo often and ſo per- 
J emptorily denys: For we may clearly prove the Lite- | 
ral Meaning, tho? we don't attempt to diſprove the | 
| | 
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Allegorical one, if they be two diſtin& things; ass 
every one of his Diſcourſes plainly makes them, while 
Wir denys the Letter of the Miracles, and endeavours | 
to ſet up the Allegory only. It He can conſider them 1 
ſeparately, ſo may We; This Liberty I have taken, = 
and ſhall again take in the enſuing Diſcourſe ; 2 9 


W 


6 The Miz ACLEs of | 
| haps in ſome Inſtances I may allow that the Miracles 
recorded in the Goſpel were Typical; for I have no he 
Quarrel with Types and Figures: I only oppoſe one pe 
who would ſet them up to the Ruin of the Letter; ¶ pe 
and the Drift of This and my preceeding Diſcourſes A. 
is only to ſhew, that the Miracles aſcrib'd to Jeſus 
were truly wrought by him, and that there is an Ac- 
count ot the Literal Story to be given, which is clear 
of all the Objections that Mr. W. has ſo unskitully Wc. 
made to thje. „ 1 | 
In this View I proceed to conſider 3 6 
I. The Story of the Miracle, or rather Miracles, 
wrought at the Pool of Betheſda; of which St. John 
Ch. v. has given us a particular Account, and which 
Nx. V. (a) calls a Camel, of a Monſtrous ſize for Ab- 
furdities, Improbabilities and Incredibilities, and he has 
ſpent above twenty Pages in fixing theſe upon it. 
But for the Clearer Anſwer to all his Objections on 
this Head, the Reader is deſired to obſerve that in 
this Narration of St. * there are two diſtinct Mi- 
racles to be ſeparately conſider'd, That which was 
wrought by the Pool after the Water of it was frou- 
(| bled; and That which Feſus wrought upon the In- 
{ firm Man who lay there : The former is only a Nar- 
lation, in which our Saviour is not at all concern'd, 
nor the Miracle which he wrought on the Impotent 
Man: fo that if we could not account for the par- 
'Y _ ticular Circumſtances that attended the Relation of 
| the Firſt, ic would not in the leaſt affect the Miracle of 
=» our Saviour's healing this Man: the Truth of which 
[; Fact only we are engaged to vindicate. However be- 
= cauſe This is the Introductory Story in St. John, and 
ll becauſe Mr. V. has been very large and ſtrong in his 
[ Objections againſt the Letter of it, I ſhall begin there. 
[| I. §. Againſt the Sanative Virtue of the Poo} in the 
| Circumſtances deſcrib'd by the Evangeliſt Mr. V. 


1 | 832 — — — pew (b) 
(a) Diſcourſe 3. pag. 33. 42 1 Ix 
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has made ſeveral Objections by way of Queſtion ; but 
before I give an Anſwer to his Queſtions, I ſhall lay - 
betore the Reader, what I conceive to be the true 
Account of the Story; and I do this the rather, be- 
cauſe I think that it has not been underſteod aright - 
by the Generality of Commentators, whoſe Miſtakes on 
this Article have helped to furniſh our Author with . - 
ſome of thoſe Difficulties, which he has ſo liberally be- 
ſtow'd on the Miracle. poet = | : 
The State of the Caſe was this : At Feruſalem, near 
the Place called the Sheep- Market, or rather the Sheep=. 
gate (mention'd by Nehem. ch. iii. 1. and xii. 39.) . 
there was a Bath built for the. uſe of ſuch of the 1 
Common People, as lov'd to ſwim and bathe  them- 9 
ſelves in the Water: This is the proper ſenſe of the 
ord (a) xeavuCidpe, uſed by St. 7ohn on this occa- 
ien, and by other Writers, and in the Old Latin 
erſion (called the Italic) it was render d by Nata- 1 
oria, a Bath, or Swimming, place. Nothing was more 9 
ommon or more Uſetul than ſuch Baths in thoſe . | 
arm Climates; Fofephus (b) mentions ſome by rhis 
ery, name of vd at Jericho, as us d for the 
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r= {W-xcrciſe and Pleaſure of Swimming; and it may > 
d, Wcaſonably preſum'd, that This at Feruſalem, and per- 


aps ſome others there, was built for the ſame. pur= - 
doſe. ry a 2 

It has (J confeſs) been commonly ſuppos d b 
of Commentators, that this Bath or Pool (as our ; Wart | 


” 


—_ 


* (a) Thus xoavuCey ſignifies to ſwim, in Ads xxvii. 43. and 
mae old Tranſlatiov of  Irenaus, I. 2. c. 22. has Paralyticum, 
his Wei jaxt a Natatoriam-—jacebat: and the Three very Ancient, 
e {tin MSS. of the Goſpels, which Calmet ſays contain the Old 
theſ{/ic Verſion before St. Jerome reform'd it, agree in rendring 
,,, by Natatoria, as may be ſeen by contulting the ya- 
W. ous Keadings of thoſe MSS. publifl'd by Celmet at the end 
f his Commentary on the Acts of the Apoſtles. 2 . 1 
(b) Tale x nouCi0g its edles, at peyancdr ü v dd 1 
Mx apy, eri{vyov Td OvgydTaTeY 756 pionucgiags Antique _ 
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lation has it) ſerv'd either for waſhing of the Sheep 
before they were led into the Temple, or for waſhs: 
| ing the Entrails' of "Beaſts facrifie'd in the Temple, 
or ſor receiving the Blood from the Trench round 
| the Altar, which was thought to be -convey'd  hicher 
] by ore fabterrarieous Channel; But thoſe who led 
the way in theſe Opinions ſeem to have been e) de- 
ceiv'd by joining, both in the Greek and the Latin, two 
words togetlier ti Conſtruction, © which have no rela- 
tion to one another; beſides, the proper Senſe of the 
word: en ien is inconſiſtent with every one ef 
© rhe Opinions? and (which is more) theſe Opini- 
ons are not eaſily reconcileable with the Situation f 
the Sheep- gate, near which this Pool ſtood; for the 
| Sheep-gate was on the South-Eaſt Wall of Feruſalem, 
1 and therefore a Bat part of the City lay between 
. That and the'Tcmpte, as the accurate Dr. Ligbt foot 
= has ſhew'd in his Harmony of the Evangeliſts, p. 666. 
Ou alſ'theſe Acchuñts therefore I believe, that what 
| is commonly called” a Pool, was a Bath, built and us d 
only for tlie Sport and Exerciſe of Swimming; for 
f which it could never have been fit, it it had ſervd 
bor any purpoſe relating to the Sactifices of the Tem- 
1 ple. endes men fo el > HIDY: 
Aͤetound this Bath were built (as St. John ſays) (d) 
4 ve North, ot rather Portico's, S: of which Sott , 
1 Herod built ſeyeral at Tyre and Berytus ; and the Deſign of 
thi all, Was for che Common People to walk in them 
unlier Covert iti the Hcat of the Day; it they had no 


— * . 


. The Generality of the Old gte and Betis Commebta- 
t6r$ took deze Neg and piſcina or nat ate ia to be 'ugft here in 
Ie 


ſome. oe of tb Ways before menrion d. 

74d; I the Batb'or, Ph was tourdquare (as That is, Which 
modern Travellers now generally .call the Peel of a 47 
Tres fides of it had'only a Single Paten“ and; che Fourth NN 
probably a Doublt one f which was the Caſe of the Outer-'' | 


mind 
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mind to Batbe; and for ſuch as had, they were of 
uſe for them to dreſs and undreſs themſelves in the 

Shade: The Bath and the Porticos therefore ſerving 
for this purpoſe, 4. well have gain'd the name of 
Betheſda, i. e. the Houſe of Mercy or Kindneſs, becauſe 
the building them was a great Act of Kindneſs to the 
Common People, for whoſe ſake they were erected, 
and | whoſe Indiſpoſitions in hot Countries requir'd 
frequent -Bathing. To ſuppoſe that they took this 
Name from any miraculous Cures wrought there, is 
to ſuppoſe without Authority or Occaſion, and I ſub- 
mit to the Reader whether Mine is not a more natu- 
ral Account of the Matter. 

At this Bath, about the time of the Feaſt, ver. 1. 
(moſt probably the Feaſt of the Paſſover,) a great mul- 
titude of Impotent Folk. of Blind, Halt and Wither'd lay 
in the Portico's, waiting for the moving of the Water; 


for (as St. John ſays) an Angel went down nerd ua, e) 


(e) At the ſeaſon: this is the Literal Tranſlation of the Words 
ar xaitty z and not af à certain ſeaſon, as we commonly ren- 
der it, for then it ſhould have been xa xaply 7:ya. The Words 
ard dap are us d but in one other Place of the New Teſt. yiz. 
in Rom. v. 6. where we read, When we were without ſtrength, 
Cbriſt ala vaidy dd far the Ungodly, i. e. not in due time, 
but at the time of our be ing without ſirength. It is very often 
that we meet with xa:zp8; thus us'd, when the word that ſhould 
mark what that fine or ſeaſon is, is underſtood, and not ex+ 
preis d: thus 7g rape is us'd in Matt. viii. 29. and xxiv. 45, 
I Cor. iv. 5. and i Xazpp in Luke xii. 42, and xx. 10. andexxt. 
8. and..1 Pet. v. 6. As ſome Word then may he here undeſſt od 
after xala Kaps, ſo particularly the Feaſt of the Pafſover may; 
for we find many Iaſtances in the LXX, where the time of the 


Paſſover is called aa hh as in Exod. xxiii. 15, 17. and xxxiv. 


18. Numb. x, g. and particularly ver. 7. neggareſra: 73 Mapp 
Kypio vr ratpbr ders, to bring a Gift unto the L:rd at the 
ſeaſon of it, j. e. of the Paſſover, mention'd in the foregoin 

Verſe. i From all which I conclude, that the Phraſe xard ken 


bere, muſt be tranſlated at the ſeaſon, and that by it may be 


underſtogd, the time of the Paſſover or Feaſt, which the Evan» 
ru had. ſpoken-of at the beginning of the Chapter. I have 

ut one thing mbre to add upon this head, which is, that theſa 
two words are not expreſs d at all in the above · mention d Thece 
Latin MSS. of Calmet, and Dr. Wilkins ſays that they are 
wanting in the Coptick, and many other Verſions. e 
| l ry 28 n B TP . ; + 4 
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f __* 
at the ſeaſon (i. e. of the Paſſover) and troubled the 
Vater, and whoſoever then firſt after the troubling of the 
Water ſtepped in, was made whole of whatſoever Diſ- 

_ eaſe he had. This is St. John's Account, and from 
This it does not appear that the Waters of this Pool, or 
Bath, had ever recei vd this miraculouſly healing Vir- 
tue before or after the time of This Feat: The ex- 
preſſion, at the ſeaſon, does (as the Note ſth-ws) more 
Naturally confine it to this Paſſover, than ſuppoſe it 
to have been a ſtanding and an Annual Miracle: the 
leaſt that can be ſaid, is, that there is full as much 

Liberty from the a ſtory to make My Sup- 
poſition as any other; and Mine has ſeveral other Cir- 
cumſtances in its favour, which are a weight upon the 
contrary Opinion : for whatever is obje&ed. from the 

Silence of: the Jewiſo Writers about this Miracle, is 

an Argument on my ſide, as far as it is any Argu- 
ment: But the Silence of the eus on this head, in 
their Diſcourſes with Jeſus, has much more weight in 

it againſt a ſuppos d Annual Miracle of a long ſtand- 
ing, it being not very Eaſy to conceive, why, when 
Ihhey ſo often inſiſt upon having God for their Father, 
they don't urge this ſtanding Miracle at Betheſda, as 
a Proof of it; and why they ſo often mention the 
Miracles of Moſes, and the Prophets, without ever 
once mentioning ſo Remarkable a thing, as a Miracu- 
lous Cure wrought at this Pool, in their own days, 
for many years together, about the time 1 Fat: 
Whereas upon my Suppoſition, nothing of this kind 
can be any Objection; the greater the Silence, the 
ſtronger the Proof. But on this head I ſhall have oc-. _ 
caſion to ſay more by and bß. 
It is well known that the Feaſt of the Paſſover laſted 
eight or nine days, including the Days of Unleaven'd 
Bread: and poſſibly this miraculous Quality of the 
Bath migat have begun on the firſt day of it, or 
| ſome ſew days before it: How the diſcovery of this 
its healing Virtue came to be made, we are not 
told: I ſhould rather think that it was owing to Ac- 
Fs | cident 


cident than to any divine Revelation; It might be, 
that ſome Few of an infirm or otherwiſe Diſeas d Con- 
ſtitution, bathing one day in this Pool for Pleaſure and 
Recreation, might find himſelf cur'd all on a ſudden, 
upon ſuch violent Motion of the Water, as troubled it, 
and as he could ndt account for, there being no Wind 
ſtirring that was ſtrong enough for that purpoſe- It He 
was thus cur'd, we may ſuppoſe, that upon hearing it 
others who were Diſeaſed came there the ſame, or the 
next day, waiting for the troubling of the Water, and 
hoping for the ſame Extraordinary Relief: and what 
they thus hoped for, they are ſaid to have found, what- 
ever their Diſeaſe was, tho only One, and he the Firſt 
that ſtepped in, was cured upon each Motion of the 
Water: the Report of theſe Cures added to the for- 
mer (we may {uppoſe) drew every day greater Num- 
bers together, the Pool being found to have this effect 
every day, and (for what we know) ſeveral times in a 


day. 
| Pee hence it is no wonder, it at length a great Mul- 
titude of Impotent Folk, Blind, Halt, &c. was got toge- 
ther at the Pool, when our Saviour paſſed by, which was 
on the Sabbath-day, or Third day after the Paſſover, 
and might be ſome days after the Miracle was begun. 
This Motion of the Water is ſaid by the Evan-_ 
geliſt, to have been gaus'd by the Deſcent of an Angel 
into the Bath; who might therein follow a known 
Fewiſh way of ſpeaking, not affirming that an Angel 
did viſibly deſcend there, but only that there was ſuch 
a Divine Effect, which (F) in the Language of the 
Scriptures, and in the Eaſtern way of Expreſſion, is 


(H) Grotius's Note here is, Non quod videretur Angelus, ſed 
quod perſuaſum eſſet Fud æis talia @ Deo, nonniſi per Angeles, 
7 ; ita ex motu. Aque præſentia Angeli intellige batur, ut ex 

erræ motu. Mat. xxviii. 2. And thus when the Hoſt of Sex- 
nacherib was deſtroy'd in one night (probably by a Peſtilential 
Hot Wind) it is ſaid, 2 Kings xix. 35. that an Angel of the 
Tord went out and [mote in the Camp of the Aſhrians, &c; 
where the Angelical Preſence = only viſible in its Effects. 

PE. 2822 i ſaid 
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ſaid to he wrought by Angels, who are Miniſtring Spi- 
tus and perform the Will of God on ſuch, occaſi- 
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Ons. Tb „ 
This is the Account of the Story which T. offer to 
the Reader, as every way. Conſiſtent with St. Foby's | 
Narration, and in ſome parts neceſſarily following from 
| it, and confirm'd by other Good Authorities: and my 
Account has this peculiar Advantage, thar it is clear 
of all the Difficulties which Mr. V. would faſten upon 
the Story; For - 3 F 
His alt ueſtion is this, Nhat was the true cc - 
fron of the Angels deſcent ? Was it to waſh and bathe 
himſelf, or to impart a healing Duality to the Water? 
p. 40, 41. And the firſt part or this Queſtion he 
founds upon a peculiar Reading of the Alex, and } 
other MSS. which have inſtead of zeriCay the word 
(g ie: which This great Critick in the Greek 
ongud thinks muſt neceſſarily ſignity, that the An- 
gel waſhed or bathed himſcl: ; and there tore muſt ſup- 
poſe (as he ſays) ſome bodily Defilement or Heat con- 


fracted in theCeleſiial Regions, that wanted Refrigeration, » 
c Purgation in theſe Waters. But a little more Know- t 
ledge oi the Greek Tongue, might have taught him t 
that 2294, in the moſt approv'd Authors ſignifies {: 
= ſometimes no more than x27 aCaivew 70 plunge, or deſcend 
4) The Alex. Med. © Cypr. Greek MSS. and the Zthzop.Verſi- ſe 
on do all agres in reading Abt,, and this, as it is ajuſtiſiable 
R-ading, ma probably have been the True one; for I don't * 
find that xaraCda:veu ty vt is ever us'd to ſignify to deſcend n- E 
4% an; where in che ew eit. or in the Old Teſt. LXX. ex- 
ce pt in Judg. vii iI where the common Reading is. much to Q 
be uſpe ed, anda 5 ot good Repute gives us dis inſtead of 
&y. mall other places wg is conſtantly us'd after ala a,, as bi 
we have zaliCygay big ddp, Act, viii. 38. But if we read he 
TAjs's iy 73 4/Avpcntps, this cxpretion is the ſame with thoſe! ha 
in Kis v o. 2. and elſewhere. Perhaps the peculiar Senſe, di 
wich the word gaysJo has here, not being commonly yan | | he 
the word x@z4Cacrs was put in the Margin of the: Ancient MSS. | Ex 
as gre at the {ame ſenſe, and more intelligible 3 and from the or 


Margin it might creep inta th: Text of the le Accurate Co- 


pies of St. Fobn's Golpel. But 1 offer this as Conjecur 4 m 
Only. : i | : | 


: Fe'sv $ Vintcarl BJ 
into, without: having. the Idea of waſhing or bathing 
annes'd to It, tho? it be the ſame Action. __ thoſe 
we, x who go into the Water with the deſign 3 — 
or bathing: It is probable, rhat this ay 4 which 
Eliſha meant, when he bid Naamun the Syrians aa 
waſh bimſelf ſeven times in the River Jordan, 2 Kings 
v. 10. But what does Mr. I think that Homer means, 
when ſpeaking of a Star's riſing, he deſcribes it as Awatut- 
0 'QugoyiTe, i. e. having ſet or deſcended into theOcean ? 
Iliad. b. v. 6. Or what does he think that Virgil un- 
derſtood by „K of Homer's fine Deſeript ion of a 
bigh-mertled H broke looſe, Biad. . v. 22 


. eds 65 ppeds rah. | 
when he i imitates it thus in a Parallel Similitude, 


i: Allan, perfundi flumine noto ? 
Hep TY Eneid. XI. 17. 


tit ud Senſe of both Poets is no more than This, 
that the Horſe us'd to plunge into the Woe for the 
ſake of Swimming. 

If the Angel then did not deſcend to Cool or Cleanſe 
himſelf, and if he did not deſcend Vi 15 at all, we _ 
ſce how Mr. V. is more diſpoſed to wry chan Wiſe 
when he asks, whether the Angel 22 With 1 
Head or bis Heels foremoſt, &c $ p. 41. 

But {till he wants an Anſwer to the laſt part of his 
Queſtion, M het her the 5 oj deſcended to _— a hea- 
ling Quality to the Water? If he did (lays 1.) 
how came it that One only was healed? To i 
have nothing to anſwer but that it pleas d God to 
direct it thus: But if he means, as he ſeems to do, to 
expect an Account why All who ſtepp'd into the Poot 
or Bath were not alike head as well as the Firſt, it 
may be anſwer'd, that in this cafe the Miracle of the 
Story would hare been doubted, or deny d, —_ 


* 
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None (it is likely) more than by Himſelf: © A Fine 
« Miracle!“ he would cry; © don't many Medicinal 
c Baths cure various kinds of Diſeaſes, and multitudes 
ce of ſuch as labour under each Diſcaſe, provided their 
e Caſe be a Curable one?” It is probable that his 
Language then would have been of this Sort: Had 
e only One been cur d, the Firſt that bathed every 
« Morning, or the Firſt that could get in after ſome 
< inviſible Motion of the Water, then there would have 
& been a Great and Real Miracle ? but now the Num- 
ic bers make the Fact ſuſpicious : it ſeems to have been 
« a Natural Quality in the Waters, becauſe it is fo 
* Univerſal ; to make it appear a Miracle, its Effects 
<« ſhould have been Confin'd and Limited to particu- 
cc lar Times and Perſons, or be otherwiſe ſo circum- 
ce ſtantiated, as that the Power of God, and not of 
« Blind Nature, might have appear'd in it.” I ap- 
al to the Reader, whether from the Turn and Make 
of Mr. Vis Genius one might not expect ſuch Objec- 
tions as Theſe, if the Caſe had truly been what he 
ſeems to require it ſhould be: and therefore who would 
quarrel with ſo Reaſonable a Circumſtance of the Story 
as This is. AE | 
By what has been ſaid in the foregoing Account of 
this Miracle, the Reader is prepar'd to ſee the Cap- 
tious Nature of ſome other Queſtions of this Author, 
vi. How often did the Angel deſcend ® How long be- 
fore Chriſt s Advent, and why not ſince? p. 41. For 
(as I have ſhew'd) it does not appear from any part of 
the Evangeliſt's Story, nor indeed from any other Good 
Authority, that this Sanative Virtue of the Pool ever 
happened before or after This Feaſt of the Paſſo- 
ver: Till the Contrary be proy'd, let Mr. V. take 
for Anſwer, that it ſeems moſt probable, for the Rea- 
ſons before given, that the Pool of Betheſda had this 
Miraculous Quality only at this Seaſon, and that pro- 
bably for ſeveral days together; whether it did ope- 
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rate above once in a day, may as well be ſuppos d as 
know 
being 


deny d, becauſe the Story is filent ; all that we 


Pod 
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on 


the Healing Quality took effect on the Firſt that flep- 
fince, is the Burthen of this Author's 


ped in. 

But why not 
Queſtion : Becauſe' Providence fo order'd- it : Ts not 
that a ſufficient Anſwer to a meer Queſtion? Would 


he have us be Wiſe above what is/written ? and know 


the Reaſon of things for certain, when thoſe Reaſons 
are not aſſigned? — All that we can do, is to gueſs; 


and if any ſuppoſition, that we can make, be conſi- 
ſtent with the Story, and be tavoured by other Parts of 


the Goſpels, and at the ſame time be ſuch as will effe- 
ctually anſwer his 1 I hope that it will be al- 
low'd me to offer 

pretending to lay any Weight upon it, and therefore 
ſhall be leſs concern'd, if it ſhould appear not to 


have any ſufficient Foundation. It is but Conjecture, 
and as ſuch only I offer the following Account to the 
Reader. | | | | 


This Feaſt of the Paſſoyer was the ſecond which 


was celebrated, and this was the ms time too that 


Feſus was preſent at Feruſalem, after he had enter'd 


| upon his Miniſtry and begun to work Miracles. 


When he came up the firſt Time, he ſeems to have 
had a Deſign only to celebrate the Paſſover. in obe- 
dience.to the Law, for he retir'd from Feruſalem ſoon 


after it was finiſh'd ; and tho* he wrought ſome Mi- 


racles_ there, yet we are not told whether they were 
of the Healing kind or not: We don't read that the 


Kribes or Phariſees were at that time enrag?d againſt 


fim, And therefore his Departure from thence into 
Galilee may have been owing to his own Choice of 
not deſigning then to come and ſettle in the work of 


reaching and healing Diſcaſes thro! all the Cities of 
aliles, and thro* molt other parts of the Country of 
udæa, he came up at this ſecond Paſſover to [Fern 


thew' that he was the Son of Cod by his Power over. 


Devils 


on Jzsvs Vindicated.- | is 
7 being. They that whenever the Water was troubled, 


uch an one: tho I am far from 


« th 
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kis Miniſtry at Feruſalem : But when he had gone 


alem, probably with intent to fix his abode there, and 
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mong them, and might mean che. Miraculous Effe& 


wvbich ſeem to favour it: but "ect it 1S,1 


—— 


ene PX: 


Devi and Dilcales, What then if we ſhould ſup- 
pole that Fteyidenee (by giving tc the Pool. of | Be- 


| tbeſda this healing Quality at or a little before. the 


-bf1 this : Fraß) might wtend. to ſhew. the 
eus that the Divine Power in Jeſus was coming 4+ 


of this Pool Jor an Emblem only or Farneſt of what 
Feſus was then preparing to: do for” them 2 We find 


| thar: God did in other Inſtances 38 the way oy 
Chriſt; the Propheſies of the; Old Teſtament. were 
ven ſor this purpoſe, and Johm the. Baptiſt. was 


clar d his Fre runner. And why might not 9 Dp 
be of the ſame Preparatory, Nature with Them? I 
may add too, that this Conjecture ſeems the more 
Reaſonable,: when it is remembred that beſides. the 


ure of this Infirm Man, Jeſus healed another at this 


Paſſover, who had: a wit herd Hand, and retir d from 


the City, only becauſe; the Pbariſces took Conncil a- 


gainſt him Pre they might deſtroy him Matt. xii. 14. 
Ach when he knew, he wit hdreu bimſelf from them, 
ver. 15. but if cheꝝ had not thus: wickedly ſought his 
Ruin, before his-time of ſoffering was. come, it may 


be gather dl ifrom the Story as not improbable, that 


be Would have continued among them a lo while, 

ps the whole time of is Miniſtry, & 4 = no 
Weight (a8 I laid) upon all — it is but — fv 
oi and Conjecture -drawn from ſome Circupſts | 
' * — 
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5 for an Anſwer to Min We. 2 yel ion, 
Luatity: was imparted to the Fuol at 
and nt face, n chink mate ag ha 
is at leaſt as Good as the diere, 4 
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power in the Pool was a New thing (as I ſhew'd it 
noſt Probable) and ſuch as had not happen d many 


Days, how does Mr. V. know that the Magiſtrates 


were yet convinc'd of the Reality of the Miracle ? 
Or it they were, is he ſure that they thought it pro- 
per to limit to particular Perſons the Benefit of a 
Miracle which God had viſibly left at large? Or can 
he ſhew that the Magiſtrates, ſo much employ'd as 


they muſt have been at that buſy Time of the Paſſo- 


ver, had Leiſure and Opportunity to make any Re- 
gulations about it? | ) 5 
MM bat (ſays he) did the Blind, and the Halt, the Vi- 


tber d and Paralyticks do there? p. 45. By which he 


would intimate that their Condition put them out of 
all hope of ever being the Frſ# to ſtep in: Perhaps 


- ſo : But they might have Friends ready there to affiſt 


them. And then to what purpoſe is this Queſtion ? 
We find that the Infirm Man's complaint turns upon 
his wanting ſuch Aſſiſtance, and therefore we may 


ſuppoſe that he ſaw others provided with it; and the 


more they were, the leſs likely was he to get time e- 
nough to the Water. Me” 

There is another Object ion, which Mr. F. has made, 
p. 47. made in the proper ſenſe of the word, for it 


is wholly owing to his own Genius for Criticiſm : . 


What We tranſlate, A certain Man was there, who 
had. an Infirmity thirty and eight Tears, he ſays ſhould, 
more truly according to the Original, be tranſlated this, 
(a) A certain Man was there thirty aud eight Tears, 


which © 


(a) The Greek is, Hy Ji 7:5 U 9pawn©- indi TeraxorJaoxly ivy 
dx a5 Th ao: : which may be literally render'd thus.1be:8 
was a certain Man, who had paſſed (or been) thirty eight Tears 
in an Infirmity : But it we joyn (as Mr. V. does) the words 
e Lã⸗ ery with Gd. and —_ the Man to have been 
there (> long, then dx &y aov9Wvere muit be conſtru'd alone, 
and ſignify having or being in an Infirmity : But there is no In- 
ance"of ſuch a Greek "hraſe in all the New Teſtament. On the 
other hand,if-we joyn elan y]arx]w £71 With 3, av £8 79 dee, 
we haye ſcycrsl . ing Evangelist te{paroNet ab, 10 


. 
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which had an Infirmity. This Tranſlation muft be al-- 
low'd to be truly an Original one; but all other 'Truth 
it wants, as the Reader will plainly ſee by the Note 
below; where it appears that our Verſion is moſt 
Certainly a Right one, and His moſt Probably a 
Wrong, I mean as to Grammar and St, John's Idi- 
om; for as to the Senſe he declares that his Tranſla- 
tion brings an Abſurdity upon the Story, and for this 
reaſon alone it ſeems as if he chooſes it. And yet 
upon no better a Foundation than ſuch a poor piece 
of Criticiſm he falls out with. the rm Man for 
waiting ſo long at the Pool, St. John is a Romancer, 
the /ick Man is a Fool, and Mr. V. rails at His Pa- 
ience, till he ſeems to loſe all his Own. . 
I come now to the Laſt Objection (Mr. JV. indee 
has plac'd it in the Front) againſt the Truth of this 
Story, which is, that Neither Joſephus nor any other 
Jewiſh Writers have made mention of it, p. 38. 
Now whatever Weight their Silence may have a- 
ga inſt the ſuppoſition of ſuch Miracle laſting among 
the Fews for any conſiderable Number of Years, yer 
it farours and ſtrengthens my Suppoſition ; for be- 
cauſe no Fewiſh Writer mentions 1t, therefore it ſeems 
to have never happen'd but at this Feaſt: but per- 
haps he may expect a Reaſon, why, tho' it happen'd 
but once, this Once is paſs'd over and unmention'd by 
ali the Fewiſh Writers. If Mr. W. knows any thing 
of theſe matters, he might remember that the Fews 
who wrote in or about Chriſts time are very few in 
Number, except the Authors of the New Teſtament, 
tho? his Expreſſion All would inſinuate that there was 
a great Plenty of them. The Writers of the two 
Targums, with Philo and Joſephus, are All; the firſt of 


* 


in Ch. xii. 17. be found him Tharagas nukers d tyorla bs TW. 
pnueie. having now. been four days in the Grave. And in the 
very next Ver to this which we are conſidering, it is laid of 
this Infirm Man that Feſus knew $74 aonw? wel Xe . that | 
be had n paſſed or been a long time in an Intirmity, And 
therefore the common Tranſlation is the only one which is truly 


which 
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according to the Original. 


before this Miracle was vouchſafed to the Pool; Philo 


; Indeed and Foſephus wrote after it; but Philo lived at 


a great diſtance from the Fact, as far as Alexandria 


in Egypt; and Foſephus was not born till aiter this 


had happen d. Is not here room then to ſuppoſe that 


a Miracle which laſted ſo few Days (as I have ſhew'd) 


might never have come to their Ears? Or if they had 


heard of it, might not they both have been in doubt, 


for want of knowing all its Circumſtances, whether it 
was not a Natural Effe& rather than a Divine one ? 
Might not Philo particularly, who was jealous of the 


| Honour of the Fewiſb Temple in Egypt, have lock d 
upon it as an Artifice of the Fewiſh Prieſts. at Feruſa- 


lem to ſhew that God was viſibly among them, and 
to argue from thence that he did not approve of any 


Temple erected to his Service elſewhere? But for Jo- 


ſepbus we have not This to ſay ; he was a Worſhip- 
per at the Temple in Feruſalem, he liv'd and was 
brought up there, and could not He have known the 


Truth of the Caſe? If Mr. V ſhould be diſpos d to 


ask this Queſtion, I would remind him that his Great 
Hiſtorian was not ſo Fair a Dealer in ſome Inſtances, 


as might be expected. What he wrote. he wrote tor 


the Information of the Greeks and Learned Romans, 
who were Heathens, and he ſeems all along in his 
Hiſtories to be very tender of dwelling roo much up- 


on Miracles: he has omitted the mention of ſome, 


and has endeavour d by Natural Cav s to account 


for others of thoſe very Miracles of Moſes, wnich he 


undoubtedly did Believe and Teach too, as he was 
a Fewiſh Prieſt: The Caſe was, that he was afraid 
to make his Hiſtory appear Incredible to his Reads, 
and therefore he ſoftened ſome things which he was 
oblig d to mention, and wholly omitted others which 
had no Publick Conſequence: An Inſtance ot tnis 
(among many others) we have in what he ſays of the 
Paſſage of the Hraelites thro” the Red- Sea, that the 
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Fact might not ſeem (a) incredible (as he expreſſes him 
\ elf), he puts in a Doubt, Whether the Parting of 
the Waters on that occaſion was caus'd by the Command 
of Cod, or þy the Natural courſe of things, and refets 
(as to a Parallel Event) to what befel Alexander and 
his Army at the Pamphylian 884. c. 
From one of this turn, is it to be expected that He 
ſhould relate this Miracle at the Pool, ſo much leſs 
Remarkable than that of Moſes 5 f ſilence 
therefore about this Story of the Poo} is no more an 
Argument againſt it, than Mr. V.'s Outeries are: It 
may be True, tho! the One has ſaid nothing concern- 
ing it, and notwithſtand ing all that the Other has 
r EH Eo EE PO 
After all, let Mr. JJ. tell me, to what End and 
Purpoſe ſhould St. John romance in this particular Sto- 
ry: Did this Miracle do any Honour to Feſus?: Or 
had it any neceſſary Connexion with that' which he 
wrought on the Jufirm Man? If St. John had not 
* Known it to be True, or at leaſt if the: current Re- 
port of the Jeus had not run this way, would he have 
mention'd it, when the Cure that his Maſter wrought 
was equally the ſame Miraculous one, whether this 
Pool had ever had ſuch a Healing Quality or not ? 
Theſe Queſtions I leave with him, in return for the 
Many which he has ask'd about this Story; and 1 
now call upon him to allow (as he ſays he will) St. 
Jol n's Word to paſs ſooner than another Man's, if the 
Account was not loaded with Improbbabilities, p. 39. 'I 
have taken the Load off from it, and therefore I hope 
that he will permit us to take the benefit of his Con- 
ceflion. OT ee e e 
2. 6. But it is time to come to the other Part of 
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the Story, which we are more nearly intereſted 
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Js the Miraculous Cure which eſus perform'd up- 
en the Man who was there at the Pool, and had bag * 


an Infirmity for thirty and eight Tears. 
To this Mr. V. objects two things, 2 
nr 20s by healing only One out of the great mul- 


titude of Impotent Folk at the Pool, ſhew'd either want 
25 * or want of Mercy and Compaſſion, p. 49 59, 


wer” becauſe we don * know het the Man's Infir- 


mity was, there neither is, nor can be proved to be any 


thin ſupernatural i in it, p. 34, 53: 

o the Firſt of theſe Objections it may be anſwer d, 
chat Jeſus, who knew what was in Man, might know 
this rm Man to be the Fitteſt Object on account of 
his Good Diſpoſition to receive and be thankful for 
ſuch a Gracious Favour ; or Feſus might conſider him - 
as more Helpleſs than the Reſt, becauſe (as the Man 


himſelf ſaid) he bad no one, when the Water was 


troubled, to put bim into the Pool; or if neither of 
theſe two Reaſons will ſatisfy Mr. JV. _ which St. 
Jobn aſſigns ſhould (one would think) be ſufficient” 
not only to anſwer his Queſtion, but to have pre- 


vented it: for St. Fohn-uſhers in the Account of this 


Man's Cure with ſaying, Jeſus knew that he had been 
now a long time in that Caſe, ver. 6. His Diſtemper 
had continued on him for thirty cight Years ; and was, 
not that a Circumſtance to move Compaſſion ? Might 
not that juſtify the ſingling of him our of the NS 
as the propereſt Object tor Relief? 
And how does it appear from hence, that there was 

any want of Power in * xp ? for ſurely by the ſame 
Power with which he healed One, if it was Miracu- 


| Tous, he might heal Many: all Cures are alike to a Di- 
vine Hand: Admit that Feſus wrought one, and you 


muft admit that he could have wrought more, if he 


| | had pleas'd : when it is ſaid that he could do no migh- 


ty Works at Nazareth, Mark vi. 4. It is not meant that 


he had not Power to do them, as This Happy Com- 
mentator on the New Teſtament underſtands it (Diſc. 


„ The MiIAAd LAG of 


— ne eres nn 


- 3 Beth 15) but that Jeſus did not or would not, becauſe 
: they, with whom he was, were not quality'd with a- 
Good Diſpoſitions to make a right uſe of them. 
I Mr. V. ſhould think this a Comment of my Own 
upon the Words, I could ſhew it to be St. Maithew's, 
ch. xiii. 58. and ſupport it better than He ever did 
any Comment of his Own; tor I could give him 
| Proofs (and thoſe as many as he ſhall call for) that vr 
dare muſt neceſſarily have this ſignification. , 
But Mr. V. is not ſo ſoon fatisfy'd ; tor he goes on 
to ſay that St. Matthew, St. Mark; and St. Luke tell 
us ſuch Stories of Jeſus's healing Power, as would incline 
us to think that be cur d all wherever he came, becauſe 
he bealed all manner of Diſeaſes, p. 50. They may in- 
| cline a heedleſs Reader of their Goſpels to think ſo, 
or a Captious one may ſay this whether he thinks ſo 
or not: For if the Evangeliſts have ſaid that he healed 
all mauner of Diſeaſes, does it follow from thence that 
they ſay he heal d all wherever he came it he cur'd ſome 
who were Blind at one time, the Lame at another, 
and ſo at different times cured the Diſcas'd of every 
kind, or if he cur'd all forts at any one time, this is 
enough to make good the Aſſertion; all that can be cen- 
cluded from it is, that there was no ſort of Diſeaſe 
| which Feſus did not ſhew himſelf able to cure : And 
the Evangeliſts expreſly tell us the very contrary to 
what this Author concludes ; for Inſtance, St. Mark. 
ch. vi. 4. ſays, that at Nazareth be could do no 4 0 1 
Works, [ave that he laid his Hands upon a few ſic Folk 
and bealed them; there were others 4 in we 
ſame condition whom he did not heal. The Ev 
liſts (I grant) do often ſpeak of Feſus's healing al 
manner c Diſeaſes, as St. Matth. ch. xii. 15. ſays that 
when the Multitude follow'd Feſus, be bealed — ; 
and ch. xiv. 14. that when they followed him on foot out 
of the Cities into a Deſart place,he was mov'd with Com- 
paſſion toward them and heajed them. But ſhould it not 
| © conſider d that in both theſe Caſes, thoſe that were 
* were ſuch as followed Talis and thereby — 
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nileſted their Belief that he was come from God, and 


was therefore able to heal that? In this firm „ 
ſion they left their habitat ions and came to bim, as 


the Learned Biſhop of Litchfield expreſs d himſelf, and 


thereby guarded his Aſſertion from that᷑ very Excepti- 


on which Mr. N. has made to it: And was This the 


Caſe here, at the Poo}? The great Multitude that was 
preſent at it, Feſus found there when he paſſed by ; 


they came not him, ſo far from it that they lay there in 


hopes of being cur'd by other means than Feſis*s Power. 
What then? if ſome Evangeliſts ſay that Feſus healed 
all the ſick that followed him, does St. ꝓohn give a Con- 


trary Account, when he tells us that at this Pool 


Teſus did not heal above one of thoſe who did not follow 
im? What Trifling does Mr. V. put off with the Air 
of Argument Y 43 5 
His ſecond Objection to this Miracle is, that be- 

cauſe we don't know what the Man's Infirmity was, 
there neither is, nor can be proud to be any thing ſuper- 
natural in it. On the contrary I untertake to ſhew that let 


the Iufirmity have been of what ſort ſoever he pleaſes, 


provided he allows it to have been a Diſtemper, there 
was a Miracle wrought in the Cure of it. The Ori- 


ginal word 4 is always in the Goſpels us d on 
theſe occaſions, to ſignify a Diſeaſe or Diſtemper ; 
and the Fathers generally thought 'this Man's to have 
been a Palſy ; but we will take the loweſt Senſe of 
the Word, and ſuppoſe it was only a Weakneſs his 


* Limbs; yet conſider that it was Weakneſs of thirty 
eight Years Continuance ; and as it was a Confirm'd 


one, ſo it had prevail'd him to a Great degree, 
for he vas ie to has hi Bed or Chair br 
along with him to the Pool fide. Such was his deplo- 
rable condition, and yet upon Feſus's only ſayi 
to him, Riſe, take up thy Bed, and walk, we are — 
that he was immodiately made whole and tool up his 
Bed and walked. The Cure, you: ſee, was effected in 
a Moment, and was ſo Compleat: an one; as that 
from being oblig d to reſt himſelf on his Bed, he was 
. 5 þ / Im- 


= Tie MfRTCTL ES 
immediately able not only to walk, but to carry his 
Bed: And is there here no evident Mark of a Superna- 
tural Power in Jeſus? No, ſays Mr. V. p. 53. for 
Inſtances may be given of Infirmities of a Dura- 
gion, which in time, and eſpecially in Old Age wear off. 
How Old Age ſhould be a Cure, I am not at leiſure 
to enquire; but allowing it, what are ſuch Inflances 
to the purpoſe here? for this Man's Infirmity js not 
_ repreſented as wearing off by time, but as healed in a 
moment: and therefore Mr. V contradicts the E- 
 _ wangeliſt, when he adds, Who knows but this was the 
if Caſe of the Impotent Man, whoſe Infirmity Feſus obſery- 
WW ing to be wearing off, bid him be gone, and take up bis 
| Couch, for he would ſoon be made whole ® Mr. W. may 
know that this was not the Caſe; for St. John tells 
him that the Man was immediately made whole. 
Still Mr. V has one Refuge; for he ſuppoſes that 
ſuch Cures as theſe may be perform'd without a Di- 
vine Power, by the Help of Imagination only, p. 35. - 
This Topick he inſiſts upon here, and elſewhere in 
his Diſcourſes, and therefore I ſhall. conſider it di- 
ſtinctly. That there may in many Caſes have been 
Cures of Chronical Diſeaſes brought about by the 
help of a ſtrong Imagination, this Author ſuppoſes ; 
but without enquiring whether this Suppoſal of his 
| has any Foundation, I will allow the Fact for Argu- 
ment fake, tho? it is much to be doubted, whether 
| he can make good what he has advanced here: But 
| however that be, yet this we may be Certain of, that 
in every Caſe which we have any credible Account 
4 | bf, there is one Circumſtanee which plainly diſtin- 
| ( guiſhes them from the miraculous Cures wrought by 
| 
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Feſus, viz. They were never effected at once, and 
in a Moment : But when Surprize, Joy, and a ſtrong 
Faith that he ſhould be cur'd, had ſo work'd upon 
the Patient, as to give a new Turn and Motion to 
his Spirits, and to the Juices of his Body, he has on 
| ly begun from that Moment to find an Amendment; | 
and the Impreſſion. of the fame ak. © 
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55 Is us Viudicated. 1 25 
ſtrong upon him afterwards, he has recover'd by De- 
grees, and in Length of time the Cure has been com- 


pleated, Nature helping to finiſh what the Imagina- 


tion had imperfectly * This may be affirm'd to 
be the true Account of all thoſe Chronical Diſcaſes, 
ſuch as the King's Evil, &c. which this Author ſup- 


poſes to have ever been cur'd by the Help of Imagina- 


tion, | The DOB. Ih : 
But it is Remarkable, that in this Miracle, which 


18 before us, there is no room to ſuppoſe any Help 
from the Imagination ; tor the Infirm Man did not ſo 


much as know Jeſus, even after he was healed ; he 
Wiſt not who it was, that had bid him take up his Bed 
and walk, as St. Fohn aſſures us Verſe 13. and when 
Feſus ſaid to him at the Pool, Milt thou be made 


whole P it is plain by his Anſwer (Sir, I have no Man 


when the Water is troubled, &c.) that he expected no- 


thing leſs than to be heal'd By a Divine Power in Feſus. 


In this caſe then, how could Imagination contribute to 


5 his Cure? It all lay the other Way; againſt Jeſus's 


Power, and if it operated at all, would mböre naturally 


have prevented a Cure than forwarded it. Let us never 


then be told for the future, that this Infirm Man's 
Cure was owing to Imagination, when it appears, 
that he knew not who 2 was, and was wait ing for 


- 


Rene from another Quarter, of which too he almoſt 


deſpair c. | | ; , 

From what has been ſaid, it may be concluded that 
the Cure wrought by Teſs upon the Infirm Man, was 
and is prov'd to be a Supernatural one, what ever bis 
Infirmity was; and for this Concluſion, J have not only 
the Reaſons before mention d, but Mr. Ves own Con- 


feſſion, Dilc. 4. p. 9. where, in the Blind Maa's Cale, 
he allows that if Feſus had ns'd no Medicines, if with 
outh he had cured the Man, and be 


a Word of bis 
"bad Inftantaneouſly recover'd, as the Word was ſpoken, 


here would have been a Real and Great Miracle. let the 
_ Blindneſs or Imperfe&ion ** Man's Sight befort be of 


what 


4a 
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immediately able not only to walk, but to carry, his 
Bed: And is there here no evident Mark of a Superna- 
#ural Power in Feſus © No, ſays Mr. V. p. 53. for 

"Inſtances. may be given of Infirmities of a Jong Dura- 
tion, which in time, and eſpecially in Old Age wear off. 
How Old Age ſhould be a Cure, I am not at leiſure 
to enquire; but allowing it, what are ſuch Inſtances 
to the purpoſe here? for this Man's Infirmity js not 
repreſented as wearing off by time, but as healed in a 
moment: and therefore Mr. V contradicts the E- 
vangeliſt, when he adds, Who knows but this was the 
1 | Caſe of the Impotent Man, whoſe Infirmity Feſus obſery- 
x ing to be wearing off, bid him be gone, and take up his 
0 Couch, for he would ſoon be made whole ® Mr. W. may 
know that this was not the Caſe; for St. John tells 
him that the Man was immediately made whole. 
Still Mr. V. has one Refuge; for he ſuppoſes that 
ſuch Cures as theſe may be perform'd without a Di- 
vine Power, by the Help of Imagination only, p. 35. - 
This Topick he inſiſts upon here, and elſewhere in 
his Diſcourſes, and therefore I ſhall conſider it di- 
| Kindly. That there may in many Caſes have been 
Cures of Chronical Diſeaſes brought about by the 
help of a ſtrong Imagination, this Author ſuppoſes ; 
but without enquiring whether this Suppoſal of his 
has any Foundation, I will allow the Fact for Argu- 
ment fake, tho? it is much to be doubted, whether 
he can make good what he has advanced here: But 
however that be, yet this we may be Certain of, that 
ig every Caſe which we have any credible Account 
© of, there is one Circumſtance which plainly diſt in- 
guiſhes them from the miraculous Cures wrought by 
Feſus, viz. They were never effected at once, and 
in a Moment: But when Surprize, Joy, and a ſtrong 
Faith that he ſhould be cur'd, had fo work'd upon 
the Patient, as to give a new. Turn and Motion to 
his Spirits, and to the Juices of his Body, he has on- 
ly begun from that Moment to find an Amendment; | 
and the Impreſſion of the ſame Paſſions "IE 
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ſtrong upon him afterwards, he has recover'd by De- 
grees, and in Length of time the Cure has been com- 
pleated, Nature helping to finiſh what the Imagina- 
tion had imperfectly begun: This may be affirm'd to 
be the true Account of all thoſe Chronical Diſcaſes, 
ſuch as the King's Evil, &c. which this Author ſup- 
poſes to have ever been cur'd by the Help of Imagina- 
ion. e e Toys Da 3 ; 
But it is Remarkable, that in this Miracle, which 
is before us, there is no room to ſuppoſe any Help 
from the Imagination ; tor the Infirm Man did not ſo 
much is know Jeſus, even after he was healed ; he 
wiſt not who it was, that had bid him take up his Bed 
and walk, as St. John aſſures us Verſe 13. and when 
Feſus ſaid to him at the Pool; Milt thou be made 
gwbole / it is plain by his Anſwer (Sir, I have no Man 
when the Water is troubled, &c.) that he expected no- 
thing leſs than to be heal'd By a Divine Power in Feſus. 


In this caſe then, how could Imagination contribute ro = 


his Cure? It all lay the other Way; againſt Jeſus's _ 
Power, and if it operated at all, would 'more naturally 
have prevented a Cure than forwirded-it. Let us never 
then be told for the future, that this Infirm Man's 
Cure was owing to Imagination, when it appears, 
that he knew not who Feſus was, and was waiting for 
; Ret * another Quarter, of which too he almoſt 
deſpair' d. 7 3 
| From what has been ſaid, it may be concluded that 
the Cure wrought by Jeſus upon the Infirm Man, was 
and is prov'd to be a Supernatural one, what ever bis 
Infirmity was; and for this Concluſion, I have not only 
the Reaſons before mention'd, bur Mr. M's own Con- 


* | feffion, Dile. 4. p. 9. where, in the Blind Man's Caſe, _ 


he allows that 7 had ud no Medicines, if with 
a Word of bis Mouth be bad cured the Man, and be 
_ "bad Inftantaneouſly recouer d. as the Word was ſpoken, 
here would have been a Real and Great Miracle. let the. 
Blindneſs or Imperfecbtion 7 the Man's Sigat before " 4 
5 | | "W 


* 
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| what kind, * degree ſeewer K Every ſo. Me EY hieb 
he requires towards making a True Miracle in the 
Blind man's Caſe, is exactly found in this Infirm Ma 
and therefore I hope that Mr. M. will be convinc er i 
not by what Lhave ſaid, yet by what he himſelf has 
laid, that the Literal Story of this Miracle ſhews i it to 
be a Real and Great one. | * $i 
II . Miracle of Jeſus, which gives gteat 
9 9 to Mr. W. on account of the Literal Sto- 
is (a Jhis-Healing the Paralytick, who + was iet down 
22 the Re of be Houſe + where J WY. at Cape r 
. 0 i £15; | 
This Storz he calls the 1 Monftrouſly Ah ard, In | 
probable and Incredible of.. any, according to t Letter, 5 
pi. 51. This is His way of entering upon every Miracle, 
* deſcribes/every one as; the orſt; but the Reader 
has already: ſeen ſo _ of his manner of handling 
Miracles, as not to, 55 with ſuch a General 
Attack as This: What Mr. V,. has to ofler in proof of 
this Aſſertion, ſhall be fully conſider'd, after I have 
laid before the Reader in one View the True Circi um- 
ſtances of the Story. 
Feſus came to Capernatih (Mark i i, 100 and en tring 
into a Houſe: where he nad been accuſtom d to 2 8 


meant the Porch or | *eftibule. of the 5 e per 15 | 
was in an Upper-R (which is more wo theſe 


eo oy mult be und nd of the Area, or -ourt- 


1118 ö „rr 
— —— — — — 
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. (a) Mr.W/s Diſcourſe 4. p. 51. The Story is recorded by 
St. Matt. ch. ix. St. Mark ch. ii. and St. Luke elke've ll 
_ Yard, 


J E SUS Vindiceted. 27 55 

Yard, or Space between the Outer - Wall and the Hoſe 

it ſelf : And in this Caſe ir may be preſum'd that he 4 
5 taught the Crowd from ſome Window of the Upper- 
| Room, ſo as that thoſe who were within the Room 
| where he was, and thoſe who were Below in the Yard 
might all at once hear his Doctrine. The Story being 
IJ filent about the Floor in which Feſus was, we may 
chooſe that Suppoſition which moſt favours the Literal 


bl 


Account. 2 
r It is well known, both from the Sacred Writers 
: and ethers, that the LA (as they always 
are in the Eaſtern Countries) were built low, hay- - 
* ing ſeldom above TwO Floors or Stories; and that the 
Tops of them (called dαε, were not covered with 
* loping Roofs as Ours are, but were flat, and ſur- 
5 rounded with Battlements breaſt high to prevent fal- 
2 ling, as God himſelf had commanded, Deut. xxii. 8. 
r Upon theſe flat Tops of their Houſes the Fews us d 
g to walk in the Cool of the Day, as David did, 2 Sam. 
* xi. 2. ox to fit at any Hour of the Day under a Tent 
f | or other Cover to ſerve them for a Shade; thus a 
1 Tent was pitch d for Abſalom on the Houſe-Top, 2 Sam. 
Xvi. 22. And it was not unuſual with the Fews to 

perform Religious Worſhip there, for not only the 
8 Jews burnt Incenſe upon them to all the Hoſt of Heaven, 


© as Ferem. tells us, chap. xix. 13. but St. Peter is ſaid 
4 in Acts x. g. to have been praying upon the Honſe-Top 


70 about the fixth Hour. And this Cuſtom is farther con- 
- firm'd by the Command which our Saviour gave to 
his Diſciples, Matt. x. 27. that what they heard in the 
2 Ear, they ſhould preach upon the Houſe-Tops : Which 
Command ſeems to intimate too that the Feww/h Hou- 
ſes were not commonly higher than Two Stories, 
eſe for otherwiſe the Houſe-Tops would have been too 
. high for any to have preached from them ſo as to be 
— heard. S 
by | - And as their Houſes were thus Low, and the Roots 
of them Flat, fo there was a Way from within the 
rd, Houſe out upon the Roof by a Pair of Stairs, at * 
reg „ op 


©». The Miert 5 
Top of which was (a) a Door which lay even i with 
che Roof, but was lifted up upon occaſion for a Paſ⸗ 


ſage out, and had no doubt ſome faſtening to ſecure 
the Houſe from Thieves, 


Nor was This the only way up to the Roof, for 


on the Outſide too of the Hauſe, the Jews h had (as 
well (6) as other Nations) a fix d Pair of Stairs or. Lad - 
der by which they could aſcend from the Ground to 
the Roof without entring into the Houſe. 

The former. of theſe Aſſert ions appears plainly Com 
our Saviour's Advice to the ems, when [peaking of 
the Swiftneſs with which a general Deſtruction was 


to overtake their Nation, he ſays, Mark xiii. 15. Let 


bim that is on the Houſe-Top, not go down: into the 


Houſe, neither enter therein to take any thing out of the 


Houſe. And the latter Aſſertion may be fairly drawn 
from the ſame, Words of our Saviour, becauſe the Ad- 
vice ſuppoſes that there was another and a nearer 
way of deſcending from the Houſe- To which i is not 


to be underſtood. (we may be ſure) o venturing their 
Necks by throwing * down from it; nor 


ean it well be underſtood of any other than a Pair of 


Stairs or ſtanding Lader plac'd on the Outſide of 


their Houſes. . 

This then being ä che Faſhion of the Fewiſh 
Ho iſes, was probably the Faſhion of That at Caper- 
naum : where, while Feſut was preaching to the Peo- 
ple, and while the Room where he ſtood was filled, 
and even the Space about the Door below was crowd- 


ed with DRE A Man ſick of the Palſy was 1 


* —_ —_— 
* bo —_——— 


(a See Light oot's Quotations to this purpoſe out of t Tat. 
mud, where it 1 8 Way of the pps _ 


( hJ Among the Greeks too the lame Cuſtom ſeems to have 


prevail'd ; for in the Pbæniſſæ of Euripides, Antigone goes qut - 


of: the Houſe, and by a xa Har made of Cedar wounts up to 


the Roof, as may be ſeen oy * 4 99, 100 and 101 


together, 
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Bearers could not find a Way thro? the Crowd about 


the Door, becauſe the Multitude was ſo Great and 


ſo very Attentive, they þethought themſelves of go- 
ing round the Houſe, and getting at Fe/us by another 
way; which was, to carry the Paralytick up the 
Stairs on the Outſide of the Houſe, and by that Me- 


thod they brought him up upon the Roof: When 
they were got thus far, it ſeems that 1 found the 


Door (or Way of the Roof, as the Fewiſh Rabbins call 
it) ſhut and faſten'd, by which they had hoped to con- 
vey the ſick Man down into the Room where Jeſus 
Was. To work then the Bearers go, and force open 
the Door of the Roof, which St. Mark expreſſes by 


anertſagay why riſur, they uncover d the Roof, i. e. (C) 
they open d the Door, which lying Even with the 
| Roof, was a Part of it, when it was let down and 
 thut: And becauſe they us d Force in opening the 


Door, St. Lule ſpeaks of them as (o) iZopuBarres break- 


r 


(a) St. Mark calls it xpdCCalog, and St. Take xawvidiey : fa 
that theſe two words are ſynonymous. Now Heſychius explains 
the word oxqumoduoy by iure ANI ον HH, from whence 
it may be remark'd that there were aida no larger than for 
One perſon only, and of a much ſmaller ſize than the word Bed 
conveys an Idea of to an Engliſh Reader. And this ſeems to be 
the Size of the Bed or Chair in this place; for tho Four Per. 
ſons help'd to carry the Sick man in it, yet it was no larger 


4 1 * 


than what he alone could carry, when he was heal'd by Neft, 


as - 5 by me ey... os? | 
(b) That this is the Senſe of St. Mark's words, appears from 


_ conſidering, that if the Door reſembled the Trap-doors at the 


Top of ſome of our Houſes, and if, when let down, it lay even 
With the Roof, it was properly a Part of the Roof; and of con- 
ſequence the lifting or forcing it up was «ncovering the Roof. 

(e) This word zesse is amitted in the Camb. Greeł MS. 
and is not expreſs d in the Old Latin MS. of the Abby of Cerbie, 
Nor indeed in the Syr. Perſic. and Etbiop. Verſions. But there is 


no need to ſuppoſe the Greek word not to be genuine; for we / 


may underſtand by it, no more than pulling, or forcing theDoor 


out of its Franie, without any digging, or uſing of Inſtruments 
for that purpoſe : The Vulg · has patefacientes, which comes to 


the 


5 5 | a - 
broggh in a Cduch,' or () fort bf Elbom Chi, 
by four Perſons who carried him: And when his 


ing it up, or rather pulling it cus of the Frame. And 
havin done this, they is down the Ca ak the 


* 


Sick Man upon it (probably two of them going firſt 
down to receive the Bed, and the other two letting 
it gently down into their Arms) which in St. Luke's 
Phraſe is S rar xifd⁰aů rah they et him down 
t bro the tiling, 1. e. thro” the Roof, which, Fxecpt where 


the Door was, was pav'd with (d) Tiles: By theſe 


means they brought the Paralytick into the Room, 
and found ne difficult matter to place him in the midſt 


before Jeſus. Upon this Jeſus ſeeing how great th 
Faith of this Man and his Bearers was, who had ta- 
ken ſo much Pains to get at him, was pleas d, on this 


occaſion, to heal the Paralytick in a Miraculous man- 
ner, as the Sequel of the Story aſſures us, 


If this Account be a True, or at leaſt a Probable 
one, as it ſeems to be both from the Account it ſelf, 
and the Notes ſubjoin'd to it, we may be able to give 
a ſatis factory Anſwer to the Charge of Abſurdities 
which Mr. N. has brought in ſuch Plenty againſt the 
Literal Story. | THE 4s 

He begins with asking, bat did the People ſo throng 


and preſs for? Was it (ſays he) to-ſee Feſus work Mira- 


cles © then the People fruſtrated their own Expectatious 


by not making way for the Paralytick. But tho the In- 
| the ſame in Effect with it u Kaylis, and does not imply, that 


there was any digg ing us d in the opening of it: but only that 
the Door was broken open, or pulled out, in which Senſe St. 
Paul uſes this very word, Gal. Iv. 15. 286 6g0aAuts v pav - 
gas hic, ulling out your Eyes, i. e. by force, but not by dig- 
ging, in the proper and ſtri& meaning of the word. It may be 
obſery*d too that the Couch or Chair not being a Large one (as 


we ſhew d intheNote(a) p.29. J it might be let or carried dowh, 
with the ſick man upon it, without widening the Paſſage, or 


making any Hole about it. > 
(d) Kiga and Thy , (or iy) are ſynonymous words in 
the. Greek Authors, as Steph. in voce xhpqu@- informs us: who 


* 


tum ipſum vi ſed Ariſtophanem quoque ita appellaſſe in Co- 
Salo + eh L — be oblery'd by comparing v. 1286. 


of -Ariftoph. Veſpa together with the Note of the Ancient Scho- 


upon 


adds, Pollux tradit nen ſuo tempore ſolum, woy fuiſſe voca 


tent 


Ixsüs te 3 


tent of ſome that crowded the Door might be to be 


healed by him, yet it is ptobablc that the Greater 
part mi t have come to heat his Doctrine (with 


Chg St. Fate tells us, Ch. iv. 32. that they had been 


aftoniſbed; when Jeſus was the laſt time among them); 
and they certainly who came on this Accbunt did 
not fruſtrate their own Expectations in not giving 
way to this Paraly tick: on the contrary, i they 


retit d to make room for him, then they would have 


furniſh'd Mr. V. with mode Ground for nit Ob- 


TR. 


But he on, Was it thin to hear Feſus ich 2 
No (fays Leh Capernaum was Feſi 22 — 


Ad berge he was without Honoitr there. The Fact is 


falſe, and therefore his Conclufion. from it muſt be 


oundleſs ; for Capernaum was not Jeſus s own Country, 


ut Nazareth, which the Evangeliſts juſtly call ſo, 
beckuſe he lived there for the beſt. part of thirty 
years, How unhappy is this Author that he can 
never once (deviate into Truth! It is ſaid indeed by 
the Evangeliſts that Jeſus had been twice at Caper- 
naun before this nd, ; 2 of his firſt time of going 


| thither we read, that he continued there not many days, 
John ii. 12. When he went the ſecond time, ah 


St. Matt. ch. ir. 13. ſays that he ard u in ( 
naum, yet from (d) St. Mark's Account of the matter 


it ſeems 4s if Feſus: ftaid there but one Day and one 


Night; wh I ſhould ale Mr. V. the moſt. that he 


: $ y draw from it, yet his Abode there muſt 
vet 


* 22 for a fe Days and with this Account 
St. Mattbeiy s Word i well agrees, which may 
as well be render'd he ſojourn d or houſed there, as be 


dwelt there, as Leigh has ſhewn in his Critics Sacra. 
J cotifeſs that, cho no Evangeliſt calls Qapernaum Je- 


fuss own Country, yet Sr. Matt. ix. 1. ſeems to mean 
this Place when he calls it E n- au: Hennen * 
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may think (if he pleaſes) that J yield up the Point, 
and grant him, tho” not the ſame, yer ſomething E- 
quivalent to what he aſſerted. But I would adviſe 
him not to triumph too ſoon, for I aſſure him that 
this Conceſſion will never ſerve his purpoſe: [Tho' 
Fan had been but twice at Capern * before this 
Time we are ſpeaking of, and had ſtaid there ſo 
; little a while each time, yet after the Cure of this Pa- 
ralytick, Fe/us during the reſt of his Life frequently 
went down to Capernuum and made long Abodes thete; 
he ſeems to have choſen it for the Ordinary place of 
his Reſidence, and therefore St. Matthew (who wrote 
his Goſpel after the Death of Feſus ) might properly 
enough call it his ow} City, tho it had not a Right to 
that Name at the time when Jeſus heal d there the 
Man who was ſick of the Palſy. So that if Capernaun 
was not . own Country in any Senſe, nor bis ozwn 
City at that time when the People flock'd to hear him, 
the Proverb that 4 Prophet is without honour in bis gn 
Country ĩs no Objection to this Circumſtance of Fe 
Story. If the Evangeliſts may be believ'd, we'. fin 
that the laſt time before this Appearance of Jeſus in 
Capernaum, all the City was gather'd together at the 
Door, where he was, Mark i. 33. and they were aſto- 
niſhed at his Doctrine, for his word was with Power, 
Luke iv. 3 2. If he left them then in fuch Amazement, 
it is no wonder that at this third time of his coming 
they flock d about him in great Numbers. 5 


s ” 


But why (ſays Mr. V) bad not the Pa 


ralytick aud 
his Bearers the Patience to wait til the Crowd was diſ- 
perſed? The Man at the Pool of Betheſda had too much 
Patience, it ſeems, and This Man too little; Any thing 
will ſerve for an Obje&ion,. I perceive; But it this 
Paralytick and his Bearers had not Patience, to Mr. 
Vs Size, what is that to the Miracle? And yet per- 
haps they were not ſo. blameable for their Eagernels, 
as he imagines: For how could they know but that 
Feſus might leave the City as ſoon as he had done 
Preaching, and before the Crowd was well diſperſed : 


— 
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teaching. 
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If this was their Fear, it was no Unlikely one to hap- 


pen; for when Jeſus was laſt among them, the Crowd 
continued abour his Door till Night (very probably till 


late at night, as the Circumſtances ſeem ro ſhew) and 


he left the City in the Morning a great while before Day, 
Mark i. 35. And why might not his Departure be as 
Sudden now? Thus the Sick man and his Bearers 
might have reaſon d; and if they did, they reaſon'd 


better than Mr. J has done in any part of his Diſ- 
cCourſes, at leaſt than he does in what follows. 


If they could not (ſays he) get tothe Door of the pp. 
for the Preſs, of co * they could not come at thi 
Sides of it. Some men have their peculiar ways of ar- 
guing, and this Mr. V. may call one of His, with- 


out fear of Envy. For where is the Conſequence ? If 


he Door was crowded, muſt that whole Side of the 

ouſe be ſo too? Or if that Side was ctowded, had 
the | Houſe no other Sides? Muſt it not have had 
Three others? And why will not he (in pity) allow One 


of them to have been Clear for the Paralytick to 


have come up to it? if the Crowd came to hear Fe- 
ſus teach, it ſeems moſt probable that they were all 
got together on tltat Side only from whence he was 
Mel, but the Sick Man (ſays hep. 57.) was haud 
and beav'd up to the Top of the hap with Ropes and. 
Ladders: Here he doubts not but he has got hold of 
an Abſurdity in the Literal Story; but he has no 
faſt hold of it, as will appear; for there was no need 
of hawling or heaving, of Ropes orLadders to be brought, 
if my Account of the Fewiſh Houſes be a True, or e- 


ven a Probable'one. All that the Bearers had to do, 
vas to carry the Sick man round about by. ſome pri- 


vate way to that ſide of the Houſe, where the Stairs 
or Ladder was, which led from the Ground to the 
Houſe- Top: up theſe Stairs they carried him with 
no more trouble than they had been at ro bring him 


down | — EO tairs — — is Own ouls; 8 14 ' « T3. 
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Still Mr. W. is not ſatisfy d, he has Abſurdities in 


Store to charge the Literal Account with; ſuch as an- 


2 the Roof, and breaking up Lies, Tar and * 
e 


rs; and making a Hole capacious enough for the Man aud 


his Bed to be let thro, p. 5.7. It was well (lays he) | 
I Telus and bis Diſciples eſcap'd. with only a Broken + 


| 1 by the Turk g of the Tiles, and if the reſt were 
not her d with Duſt, p. 58. But bere Mr. V. raiſes 


uf without occaſion; for if there was (as I ſhewd 


0 be Probable) a Door on the Roof of the Houſe 


which lay Flat and Even with the Roof, the Bearers 
had nothing to do but to force and pull it Open: and 


for this they might only draw ſome Nails, and take 
off the Hinges, or they might only break part of the 
Door or . Al which might be done 
without raiſing any troubleſome Duft, or breaking 
the Pate of any one below with the Ties, even tho 

we ſhould ſuppoſe. that this Door of the Roof was 


Airectiy over 15 Room, where Feſus and his Diſciples 


ere : But why may not we fup 15 that the Stairs up 
to the Roof, and che Door at the Top of them were 


Without che Room, as they cammonly are among Us? 


Tf they were, What will become then of M. Ws fan- 
cied Abſurdity ; ? In this Caſe the raiſing of ſome Duſt, 
and the falling of a few Tiles would a ſhort of all 


| the miſchief Thich he (it ſeems) is 0 very e = 


ve Of. 


Mr. W. has a perceive) look'd into mene of our + 
Commentators on this Chapter, and takes Notice that 
Dr. Lightfoot and Dr. Whitby have both maintain'd | 


that the Roofs of the Fewiſh Houſes were Flat, and 


had a Door in them, by which the Jens us'd to a- 


ſcend to the Tops of their Houſes, p. 58. But he 
| ddibrs- whether” what theſe Learned Men hae laid 

nes up to the Caſe 1 6780 and is Wee conſiſtent with t 
el] xpreſſions us A by St And St. Liuks on tin 
& Eafion : Thar it is conſiſtent” T Rt 0 ray new d 


a 2 refore I ſhall ol e Hr of Revs he adds; 3 


ulge them in their Notion, I may ask them, What 
Ode 
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occaſion was there they of widening the Door-way, and 
hreaking down the Sides of it © p. 59. There was no o- 

_ cafion, I believe, nor is any mention made of the 
Bearers doing this; the word *ZopvZaviis (as I (aid be- 
fore) neceſſarily implying no more than that they 
pull'd the Door open by force : and therefore if theſe 
| 2 all the Objections which Mr. V. has to make a- 
gainſt the Notions of thoſe Learned Men, they may 

ſtill paſs for Able Commentators, in the Number of 
which Mr. V. will never be reckon q. 
All this while (ſays Mr. W. pag. 5 8.) where was the 

Good: Man of the Houſe He was preſent, we may ſup- 

poſe; but if fo little miſchief was done by the En- 
trance made for the Sick man and his Bed, the Good 
man of the Houſe had not all the Provocation, which 
the Queſtion ſuppoſes: in Crowds and Throngs Men 
are content to bear ſome ſmall Inconvenience: it is 
generally in vain for them to complain of a Mob, 
whoſe Eagerneſs is xoo great to be reſtrain d by the 
Outery of One man: and perhaps this Maſter of the 
Houſe might be ſo attentive to Jeſus's preaching that 
he might not perceive what was doing above at the 
Door, till it was done and the Entrance made; eſpe- 
cially if the Door and the Stairs leading up to it were 
without the Room where Feſus and He were: or (it 
may be) he was Unwilling to diſturb ſuch heavenly 

I Doctrine upon fo ſlight an Occaſion as the breaking 

I Open a Door, by thoſe, whoſe only Motive was to 

bring a Sick man before Feſus that he might be heal'd 
by a Miracle: or (for what Mr. V. knows to the 
contrary). he did call out to forbid their forcible Eu- 
trance into his Houſe, tho* to no Purpoſe : "Theſe. 
and many other Suppoſitions may be made, and any 

one 4 them (I think) is an Over-match for Mr. J's 

ueſt ion. 4 132 | | gs io 

"fe laſt Demand which he has to make on this Head, 

is, Why did not Jeſus, to prevent this Trouble and Da- 

mage to the Houſe; aſcend thro' the Door-way to the 
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Top of it, and there heal the Poor Man? To which 
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Queſtion he requires an Anſwer that will confift with 
the Wiſdom, the Goodneſs and Honour of Jeſus, pag. 60. 
Bur if the Trouble of the Bearers and the Damage done 
to the Houſe was ſo ſmall as I have repreſented it, no 
Object ion can be form'd from hence to the Diſadvan- 
_ © tage of any of theſe Qualitics in Feſ#us : For his heal- 
ing the Paralytick was equally an Act of Goodneſs, - 
whether he went up to the Man, or the Man was ſut- 
- fer'd to come down to Him: The Pains that the Sick 
man and his Bearers took to get at Jeſus, thew'd the 
Strength of their Faith, and on that Account it was 
not Improper to permit them to ſhew how fit Objects 
they were of Jeſus's Compaſſion. But I may ask this 
Author; if Fe/us had gone up to tlie Top of the Houſe, 
and had wrought the Cure there, would he have had 
the Crowd follow him there too? if not, then the 
Miracle would have been wrought upon the Paraly- 
ttck before a very few Witneſſes: Whereas Jeſus by 
ſuffering the Sick man and his Bed to be brought 
(| | down into the Room, gave an Opportunity to all 
| 2 that were Preſent of ſeeing a Real and Great Miracle 
q | wrought: In this View then Jeſus certainly did what 
| was confiftent with his Wiſdom and his Honour too, 
for he thereby manifcſted his Glory, and made a 
greater Diſplay of the Divine Power that was with 
him: Nor can it be doubred, but that if Feſus had 
taken the contrary method, and had gone up to the 
Roof, as Mr. V. expects he ſhould have done, Mr, 
M. would have found a much greater Difficuky in 
that, and have ask'd with more colour of Reaſon, 
Why Jeſs depriy'd ſo many of his Hearers of the Op- 
portunity of ſecing ſo ſtupendous a Miracle wrought ; 
and probably he would have concluded, that his heal- 
ing the Man not before the Company, but upon the 
Houſe- top where only the Sick man's Friends were ; 


preſent, carry'd with it ſtrong marks of Fraud and 
Impoſture, 3 ä | le 
Upon the whole then of this Story, it appears to be | c 


ſo far from being the moſt monſtrouſly Abſurd, * 1 


? 


2 * 


JJ ͤ—T— — . 


believe, chat he wrought gther Miracles, which are 
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ble and Incredible of any, according to the Letter (as 


1 he calls it, p. 51.) that I can fin no one Abſurdi- 
ty in it, but what ariſes from his Miſrepreſentations 


e . | 
In the ſame manner, in which I have conſiderd 
theſe Two Miracles, I IK proceed to confider the 
Reft : but J have not Leiſure enough for the Work, 
and perhaps the Reader by this time may be ſatisfy 
with the Controverſy: The Miracles, which I have 
ſingled out for Enquiry in This and the ing 
Parts, are ſuch as I judg'd to have ſomething of Dit 
ficulty in them, and not to have been ſufficiently ex- 


 plain'd in all their Circumſtances by gur Ableſt Com- 


mentators ; who in ſo large an Undertaking, as Theirs 


| commonly is, had neither Room nor Time to enter 
into the minuter Diſquiſitions. But I have examin'd 


every Particular of the Literal Account of thoſe Mi- 
racles, and I can aſſure the Reader, that in all the 
Teſtimonies of Authors, which I have made uſe of, 
to ſupport and confirm my Opinions, the Original 
has always been conſulted, and no 'Truſt has been gi- 
ven to Quotations at the ſecond hand: I have ſeen 
enough to convince me, that Writers of Great Re- 
pute for Learning are not always to be depended up- 
on in this Caſe, and therefore to the Fountain I went; 
for which reaſon, if at any time I quote Authors in 

a different manner, or a different Senſe from what the 

Reader may have found them elſewhere. quoted in, it 


is hoped that he will give me Credit ſo far as to take 


my Word, or refer himſclt 80 the Original for greater 
Certainty. | | i 5116 | 
At preſent I have no Intention to purſue this Sub- 
ject any farther ; I would only requeſt the Reader to 
conſider two Things: The one, that the Reality of 
op Reſurre&ion having been prov'd by unconte- 
able Evidence, by all the Evidenee that a Fact is 
capable of, nay, by ſuch as no other Fact in Nature 
ever could receive, it requires no Stretch of Faith to 


b 
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<Þ Jall human Appcarance of «eſs Difficult Nature ; | 
'H heal a Lame or a Blind Man, or to raiſe a Dead 
man, ls nothing ſo Inconceivable in it, as for a Man 
to raiſe himſelf from the Dead: And if This be prov d 
te haye been done, the Other muſt be readily admit- 
ted for 2 1 ruth, whatever little Circumſtances there 
Hay be in the Story, which an Ignorant, Man may 
pot underſtand, or a Perverſe one may be able to miſ- 
D 505 oo Fea iiio 2 oe! 
24 The other thing which I wou'd requeſt the Reader 

70 conſider, is This ; Mr. V,. has ſet before. him fif- 
teen of the Miracles aſcrib'd to Jeſus, and by his Ma- 
nagement of them has repreſented them as the moſt 
Hurd, Improbable, and Incredible Stories that ever 
þ | were deliver d. Now let the Reader take all of them 
1 i this one View; and conſider whether it be in the 
8 Ieaſt Probable, that ſuch Authors as the Evangeliſts 
—_ -- are (certainly neither downright Fools nor downright 
; | Madmen), in their Accounts of what they declare 
| upon their own Knowledge and Eye-ſight, could poſ- 
fibly be guilty of ſo many Abſurdities as Mr. . has 
chatg'd their Narrations with. They either meant to 
write the Truth of Facts, or they did not: If the 
Eirſt, then we may ask, whence it happen'd that 
= Men writing about what they ſaw, could fall into ſuch. 
kl Miſtakes as Mr. V. ſuppoſes they did? But if they 
1 knowingly wrote falſchoods, it may be ask d again, 
be it came to paſs, that they, who intended to de- 
ceĩye, took no more care to ſecure their Credit, and 

make their Account Probable ? Deceivers (one would 
== naturally think) ſhould contrive to make their Story 
hang together, and ſhould mention no Circumſtances 
but what they know to be conſiſtent with the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of thoſe, who were concern'd in it. The 
ordinary way to detect Men of this Character, is to 
ind out that their Contemporarics, who might be as 

well acquainted with the Facts mention'd as Them- 


— 


ſelves, haue given Accounts, either Inconſiſtent or 


ContradiQury : Bat he muſt, he a wretched Impoſtoe 
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deed, 
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ſuppoſe them the very Weakeſt of Writers and of 
Men too. And how far they deſerve that Character, 
muſt be left to the Judgment of every Impartial Rea- 


der of their Writings. We. ſee then that Mr. JF. o- 
verthrows all Probability on this Side of the Queſtion, 


by endeavouring to prove too much : He allows nothing 
to be Right, all is Falſehood, all is Abſurdity ; and yer 


there can be no greater Abſurdity in Nature (I think) 
than in believing, that Men of Senſe, who intended to 
Deceive, took no more pains to give a Colour to their 


Story, but left it Open and expos'd to all the Obje&i- 


ons which the Pen of Mr. #. has made againſt them. 


_ 
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indeed, -whoſe Story confutes it ſelf, as Mr. N. thinks - 
thoſe of the Evangeliſts do: To ſuppoſe this, is to 


1 
- 
- 
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This I mention as a ſtrong Preſumption againſt hat | 


he has advanc'd: But when it is farther conſidet d 


what Anſwers I and others have given to his ſuppos'd 
Abſurdities, IJ hope that every unprejudiced Infidel I 
give a fair Hearing; and that every Serious Chriſtiam 
will be the better confirm'd in his Belief, that the Li- 


teral Account of all the Miracles of Jeſus is Trae, and 
that they are a Demonſtration, that the Power of God 


was with bim. 


